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- undervalue them. Musa ibn Nosseyr, the organiser of the
expedition into Spain, and the first governor of that country
under Arab rule, when asked by the Khalif Suleiman for
his opinion of the Goths, answered that "they were lords
living in luxury and abundance, but champions who did
not turn their backs to the enemy."1 There can be no
doubt that this praise was well deserved. Nor is the
comparative ease with which the country was overrun, any
proof to the contrary. For that must be attributed to
wholesale treachery from one end of the country to the
other. But for this the Gothic rulers had only themselves
to blame. Their treatment of the Jews and of their slaves
made the defection of these two classes of their subjects
inevitable.

The old Spanish chroniclers represent tire fall of the
Gothic kingdom as the direct vengeance of Heaven for
the sins of successive kings;2 but on the heads of the
clergy, even more than of the king, rests the guilt of their
iniquitous and suicidal policy towards the Arians 3 and the
Jews. The treachery of Julian,4 whatever its cause, opened
a way for the Arabs into the country by betraying into
their hands Ceuta, the key of the Straits. Success in their
first serious battle was secured to them by the opportune
desertion from the enemy's ranks of the disaffected political
party under the sons of the late king Witiza,5 and an

1 Al Makkari, vol. i. p. 297.    (De Gayangos' translation).

2  *' Chron. Sil.," sec.  17, " recesserat ab Hispania manus Domini
ob inveteratam regum malitiam."   See above, p. 7, note 2.

3 Arianism lingered on till the middle of the eighth century at least,
since Rodrigo of Toledo, iii., sec. 3, says of Alfonso L, that he "extir-
pavit haeresin Arianam."

4 For Julian, or, more correctly, Ilyan, see De Gayangos* note to Al
Makkari, i. p. 537, etc.

5 Called, Ghittishah by the  Arabs.      For the Witizan party see
"Sebast. Salan," sec. 7; ** Chron. Sil.," sec.  15,    The daughter of
Witiza married a noble Arab.    The descendants of the King, under
the name Witizani, were known in Spain till the end of the eighth